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ATTORNEY GENERAL STATEMENT REGARDING
SUBOXONE PRESCRIPTION FOR OPIOID DETOXIFICATION

HONOLULU - In light of recent inquiries regarding physicians’ legal authority to
prescribe the drug Suboxone for the purpose of opioid detoxification or maintenance
treatment of opioid dependence, Attorney General Doug Chin today issued the following
statement:

“Last week the state Narcotics Enforcement Division was asked whether a
doctor may prescribe the drug Suboxone for opioid detoxification or
maintenance treatment of opioid dependence. NED subsequently asked
the Department of the Attorney General to review the relevant statute to
determine how the law should be interpreted and applied. Our analysis
has concluded that current portions of section 329-38 of the Hawaii
Revised Statutes can be interpreted in more than one way, but within the
context of the entire section, the existing practice of doctors who prescribe
Suboxone for the purpose of opioid detoxification or maintenance
treatment of opioid dependence may continue. It may be appropriate to
clarify this statute during the next legislative session.”

Suboxone is a prescription medicine that contains the active ingredients buprenorphine
and naloxone. It is used to treat adults who are addicted to opioids.
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